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Merging Old and New:
Xunzi's Reinterpretation of Chunqiu
Intellectual Tradition

Yuri Pines

Department of East Asian Studies,
Hebrew University in Jerusalem

Abstract

While scholars commonly agree that Xunzi had synthesized the ideas
of his predecessors, they tend to disagree with regard to the origins of
the concrete elements of his intellectual synthesis. In the present
paper I attempt to add another dimension to the ongoing discussion
of the origins of Xunzi's ideas. I shall advocate the view that one of
the major peculiarities of Xunzi's thought is his rediscovery of the
ideas of Chungqiu aristocrats, as presented primarily in the Zuo zhuan
(% [E), and his blending these ideas with Zhanguo intellectual
developments to cope with the late Zhanguo sociopolitical situation.
These achievements, allowed Xunzi to effect intellectual
breakthroughs in several major aspects of Zhanguo political thought.

Keywords: Xunzi, ritual, loyalty, Zuo zhuan, Chungiu
thought, Zhanguo thought
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